CAR RENTALS: THE BEST AND THE WORST

JAPAN'S BEST

FHIT g

BATHROOM SCALES
Some would be more
helpful than others
to dieters. . el | -
BATHTUB SPAS 0 | Y -
The cheap way to get BR[| NIRRT .‘f?}g{ﬂy{?}}{,-ﬁ,
a whirlpool bath? ‘ —— | R

“‘ 0?
140195"0




e O S T T T S e S S A s

Lead in water:
Check and
double-check

€ concern over water

quality—particularly the

presence of lead in
drinking water—has spawned
a number of labs that can
quickly analyze the lead con-
tent of water from anywhere
in the U.S. The cost of such a
test: $20 to $25.

But we have found that the
results of mail-order analyses
for lead can sometimes be dis-
turbingly uneven (see
CONSUMER REPORTS, September
1988). We were therefore
intrigued to learn of a lab that
claims to measure lead levels
below 5 parts per billion and
“guarantees accurate results.”

We ordered six test kits, at
$24.95 each, from the lab,
Applied Technical Services
Inc., 1190 Atlanta Industrial
Drive, Marietta, Ga. 30066.
The samples we mailed back
were spiked with lead ranging
from 1 to 50 ppb; we used dis-
tilled water as a control.

When the results came back,
we compared them with
results from three other labs
we had checked last year. The
labs are: Suburban Water Test-
ing Laboratories Inc., 4600

Kutztown Rd., Temple, Pa.
19560; WaterTestCorp., PO.
Box 6360, Manchester, N.H.
03108-6360; and Watercheck
National Testing Laboratories
Inc., 6151 Wilson Mills Rd.,
Cleveland 44143.

None of the labs measured
exactly the amount of lead we
had put in our samples; that’s
not necessarily a problem,
since the EPA allows for some
small variations in such tests.

The analysis from WaterTest
Corp. was closest to the mark.
Applied Technical Services
was just within the EPA’s
acceptable range in its analysis
of water with high lead levels.
So was Suburban Water Test-
ing. WaterCheck’s analysis was
the most inaccurate.

Applied Technical Services
was also reasonably accurate
in analyzing water with low
lead levels. We do have one
quibble, though: The lab may
measture lead levels below 5
ppb, but it doesn’t report
them. The lab said our 1-ppb
sample and our distilled-water
control each contained less
than 5 ppb lead. We would
have preferred to see more
precision.

As we said in last Septem-
ber’s report, the best way to
test for lead is to send water
samples to two labs. That

advice still applies.

Penny Power wins five awards

enny Power, the coNsUMER REPORTS for kids 8 to 14, has
won five awards for excellence in educational publishing
from the Educational Press Association of America.

“Smoking Surprises,” in the February/March 1988 issue,
and “Cereal Freebies,” in the October/November 1988 issue,
were honored in the category for feature articles. Associate
Editor Amy Nathan wrote both,

“Those Terrible Tests,” in the October/November 1988
issue, won in the category for how-to feature. Associate Edi-
tor Jane Lubin wrote the story.

“Amusement Park Smarts,” in the June/July 1988 issue, won
two awards, for how-to feature and for picture story. Associate
Editor Jeanne Kiefer wrote it, Art Director Rob Jenter designed
it, and freelancer Richard Hutchings took the photos.

Two openings in CU’s Technical Department

We need an experienced engineer to manage our chemical
division, supervising our tests of paints, cleaners, plastics, and
other household products. Applicants must have a bachelor’s
or master's degree in chemical engineering; at least 10 years'
direct lab experience; and a thorough understanding of quality
control, test-method development, statistical test design, and
chemical analysis. Some management experience is desirable.

We also have an opening in our electronics division for a
senior-level lab technician. Applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering or the equivalent, and at least
one year’s experience in the use of advanced electronic test
equipment. We also require a strong background in state-of
the-art television audiovisual theory and practice, and profi-
ciency in the use of IBM-PC or equivalent computers.

To apply for these positions, send your resume with salary
history and requirements to Consumers Union, Box HC, 256
Washington St., Mount Vernon, N.Y. 10553.

CU is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

More Lifetime Members

onations from hundreds of thousands of readers have
made it possible for CU to buy the building in Yonkers,
N.Y,, that will next year become the Consumer Reports

National Testing and Research Centér. Our thanks to our newest
Lifetime Members, individuals who have donated $1000 or more
to our fund-raising campaign:

Paul R. & Mimi Ashbrook, Fla. R. Krishna Avva, IIl. John & Anne Barton,
Washington, D.C. Will B. & Margaret M. Betchart. Richard A. Beuchler, Pa.
Nancy E. Binter, M.D., Vt. Jeffrey R. Broido, N.J. Mrs. Ethan R. Brines,
Wash. Charles S. Brown, Calif. Forrest C. Brown, Tex. Hilda C. Brown &
Ruth Gonsky, N.Y. Stanley & Marlene Bruhn, Wash. Mr. & Mrs. Evan Buck,
‘W.Va, Matthew W. Burke, M.D., N.Y. Mrs. W.G. Caliman, Jr., N.J. Anthony J.
Caporale, Md. Robert Cole, Pa. William W. Coleman, Wash. Robert Cowles.
Fred M. & Gay C. Cox, Wis. Robert M. Crane, Calif.

Sonia & Harris Dalrymple, Calif. Dr. & Mrs. David D. Darden, Tenn.
David Greene & Jane L. David, Calif. Kenneth L. DeHaven, Fla, Gary J.
DiPillo, N.J. Bernard & Anne Dowling, Wis. Donald F. Elias, N.J. Lita &-
Walter Elvers, N.Y. David & Jane Ertman, Conn. Harold F. Fallon, Alaska.
Garold Faber, M.D., Calif. Mr. & Mrs. Richard B. Felder, Md. Eduardo Feli-
ciano, N.Y. LEE. Fernandez, Mass. Herbert A. Fleck, Pa. Mr. & Mrs. William
D. Foren, Mich. James Frontino, N.Y.

Thomas F. Germani, Tex. Dalio J. Ghetti, N.J. John & Kathie Gilbert,
Miss. Werner Graf, Calif. Daniel & Lora Gross, Pa. Dr. J.U. Gunter, N.C.
James H. Habegger, M.D., Fla. Nelson R. Hall, Calif. Michael Douglas
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Hall, Md. Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Handloser, Mich. Rick & Grace Heckman,
Pa.Mr. & Mrs. Julian C. Himes, Md. Charles D. Hogan, Mass. Jack
Hornstein, N.Y. Mark & Andrea Horwich, N.Y. Peter J. Iobst, Pa. Ber-
nard Jaffe, Va. Jerrold C. Jayne, Calif. Stephen B. Jeffries, Mass. Paul A.
Jockinsen, Calif. Harold A. Johnson, Mo. Eddy Jones, Tenn. Chester &
Gwen Kantrowitz, Fla. Rama S. Katragadda, M.D., N.Y. Jack & Rita Kirk-
wood, Mich. Mr. & Mrs. EC. Kobylarz, Mich. John & Cynthia Kondon,
Calif. William F. & Gene S. Kuechmann, Wash.

Ernest H. Land, Washington, D.C. Cornelis Dew. Lang, Fla. Ann &
Mike Lorimer, Calif. Mrs, Helen Luchars, N.Y. Walter C. Lusk II, Calif.
Rodney Lee McClain, Ind. Caroline E. & John P. McCullough, Va. Rev.
& Mrs. Evan McDirmit, Fla. Jack McDonald, Tex. John C. McMillan III
& Sandy McMillan, N.J. Evelyn Messick, Pa. Dennis L. Miller, Pa. Ethel
M. Moore, Ga. Shigeru Nakasato, Hawaii. Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Okon, N.Y,
Andrew J. & Louise Paluszek, Fla. James M. & Denise A. Parish, Ariz.
Cortland Parsons, Fla. Malcolm L. Patterson, Fla. Carolyn Ann Pedone,
Utah. Wayne E. Porter, Fla. Helen & Fred Rawlings, Ala, Clayton C.
Regier, Fla. John Sherburne Reidy, N.Y. Ronald A. Rolison, Mich. Dr. &
Mrs. Michael J. Rosenthal, Calif. Bob Ross, Calif. Kenneth D. Rudnick.

Shlomo Saad, N.Y. Jim Sosnowski, Calif. Wendell N. Stainsby, Fla. Jan
Knutson Stell, Tex. Rubie I. Simms, Fla. Sheila Slater, N.J. DeParx Stim-
son, N.C. Wayne & Jean Suzuki, Calif. Mrs. Gray Taylor, Conn. James &
Andrea Tittle, Calif. Paul W. Vogel, Ohio. Jonathan D. Weiss, Calif.
Conan West, Tex. James R. West, N.Y. Susan Bartlett West, Okla. Don-
ald C. Wheat, N.Y. C. Arthur Williams, Jr., Minn. Pearl Wonderly, Pa.
James E. Woodhull, Va. Jim Wooldridge, N.H. Chuck Wollensak, Wis.
Joseph L., Calif.

In addition, 60 Lifetime Members wish to remain anonymous.
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